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8th ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS Enrichment 
 

Focus Standard: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 1  
May 4 - 8 

 Complete the “Analyze Craft and Structure: DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRAL 
IDEAS” handout pp. 3-4 (attached). 

 Read the article “Stop Googling. Let’s Talk” pp. 5-7 (attached). What is the 
central idea of the text? List 3-4 details from the text that support the 
central idea. 

 Write a 2-3 paragraph summary of the text. 

 What is the author’s purpose for writing this article? Write a brief 
explanation for your answer and cite several pieces of textual evidence to 
support your answer. 

 What is the author’s point of view on the topic? Find details from the text 
that support the author’s point of view. 

 Do you agree or disagree with the author’s point of view? Explain in two 
paragraphs why or why not and provide evidence from the text to support 
your stance. 

 

 

Focus Standard: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 2 
May 11 - 15 

 Complete the “Analyze Craft and Structure: AUTHOR’S PERSPECTIVE AND 
ARGUMENT” handout pp. 8-9 (attached). 

 Reread the article “Stop Googling. Let’s Talk” pp. 5-7 (attached). What is 
the author’s main claim in this article? What facts and opinions does the 
author use to support his or her claim? Find several pieces of textual 
evidence that support the claim. 

 Do you agree with the argument and its supporting evidence? Why or why 
not? Write a response to the essay in which you state a claim and find 
evidence from the text to support your position. 

 

 

Focus Standards: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word 
choice on meaning and tone. 
 

Weeks 3  
May 18 - 22 

 Read “The Rose That Grew From Concrete” p. 10 (attached) and complete 
the activities. 

 Tupac uses personification in his poem. (Personification gives human 

qualities to a nonhuman subject.) Find one or more examples of 

personification in his poem and explain how it is an example of 

personification.  

 Using the theme identified on #1 of the handout, write your own poem 

using personification. 
 

 

Focus Standards: Compare and contrast one author's presentation of events with that of another. 
 

Week 4  
May 25 - 29 

 Complete the “Analyze Craft and Structure: CONFLICTING ARGUMENTS” 
handout p. 11 (attached). 

 After reading the two passages on the handout, which one do you agree 
with? Why or why not? Using evidence from both texts, write an essay in 
which you take a position, state a claim, and find evidence from the text to 
support your position.  
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8th SOCIAL STUDIES Enrichment 
 

Focus Standards: Identify causes and consequences of World War II and reasons for the United 
States' entry into the war.  
- Critique major social and cultural changes in the United States since World War II. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 1  
May 4 - 8 

 

 Read the two articles on “World War II Propaganda” p. 12 (attached). 

 What is the central idea of each text? List 3-4 details from the text that 
support the central idea of each text. 

 Write a 2-3 paragraph summary of each text. 

 What message was the author trying to convey in each of the texts? 

 Create a Venn diagram to illustrate the similarities and differences 

between the two articles.  
  

 

Focus Standards: Identify causes and consequences of World War II and reasons for the United 
States' entry into the war.  
- Critique major social and cultural changes in the United States since World War II. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 2  
May 11 - 15 

 

 Reread the two articles on “World War II Propaganda” p. 12 (attached). 

 Write two paragraphs explaining whether you think the usage of 
propaganda posters was positive or negative. Cite textual evidence from the 
texts to support your claim. 

 Describe the action taking place each political cartoon at the bottom of the 
handout. What is the message of each cartoon? Use objects in the poster to 
support your claim. 

 

 

Focus Standard:  Explaining rights of citizens as guaranteed by the Bill of Rights under the 
Constitution of the United States. 
 

Timeframe Tasks 

Week 3 
May 18 - 22 

 

 The Bill of Rights was written more than 200 years ago when our country 
was, in many ways, a very different place. Over time, the Constitution has 
been amended, or changed, and now includes a total of 27 amendments. 
But the original Bill of Rights has not changed.  

 Why is The Bill of Right important to our country? What purpose does it 
serve for our citizens? 

 If you could add one more amendment to the Bill of Rights, what would it 
be and why? Be sure to explain the right or freedom your amendment 
would protect and why you believe it is important for Americans to have 
that right or freedom 

 

 

Focus Standards:  Determine how regions are used to describe the organization of Earth's surface. 
Identifying physical and human features used as criteria for mapping formal, functional, and perceptual 
regions. Examples: physical—landforms, climates 
 

Weeks 4  
May 25 - 29 

 

 Complete the “Climate Zones of North America” activities p. 13 (attached). 

 Think about why people may have founded cities where they are 
considering the climate in different areas. What factors influenced 
settlement? What factors may have made settlement more difficult? Write 
a short explanation of these questions using a few of the cities in the chart. 
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1© 2014 College Board. All rights reserved. SpringBoard Algebra 1, Unit 1

Exponents
An exponent is used to indicate repeated multiplication of a number.
53 means to multiply 3 factors of 5.
53 5 5 3 5 3 5 5 125
Many mathematical expressions contain exponents. The order of operations is used to simplify 
such expressions.

Find the value of each expression.

 a. 32 3 10

 b. 62 3 32

 c. 8 1 43

 d. 285 2 72

Step 1: For these expressions, evaluate the exponent first.

Step 2: Carry out any other operations.

Solution: 
 a. 32 3 10 5 (3 3 3) 3 10 5 9 3 10 5 90

 b. 62 3 32 5 36 3 9 5 324

 c. 8 1 43 5 8 1 64 5 72

 d. 285 2 72 5 285 2 49 5 236

ExamplE

practicE
Find value of each expression.

 1. 62 3 22   2. 92 3 4  3. 52 3 2 

 4. 83 1 270  5. 25 2 16  6. 42 1 23 

 7. 103 4 10  8. 12 3 35  9. 112 3 2 

 10. 102 4 52  11. 33 3 8  12. 11 3 43 

 13. 92 1 22  14. 7 3 92  15. 104 2 5000 
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Expressions and Equations
An equation is a mathematical sentence that contains an equal (5) sign. 
An expression has numbers and symbols.
The table below shows some of the keys words you can use in word phrases for variable expressions.

Addition Subtraction Multiplication Division

plus minus times quotient
sum difference product per
add subtract in all each
sum less than multiply split
total decreased by divide

Is 7x 1 5 and expression or an equation?

Solution: 7x 1 5 is an expression because it does not contain an equal sign. 

ExAMplE A

Write an expression to represent six more than a number.

Step 1: Look for words to tell you which operation or operations to use.

Step 2: Write an expression for “six more.”

Step 3: Write an expression for “a number.” Let n represent a number.

Solution: The expression n 1 6 can represent six more than a number.

“more than” means to add

1 6

n 1 6

ExAMplE B

Expressions can be evaluated (not solved) by substituting values for the variables. Once the values 
are substituted, use the order of operations to evaluate.

What is the value of 5x 1 3y, if x 5 3.2 and y 5 5? 

Step 1: Substitute the value for the variables. 

Step 2: Simplify using the order of operations.

Solution: The value of the expression is 31. 

5x 1 3y
5(3.2) 1 3(5)
5 16 1 15
5 31

ExAMplE c

Assignment 2
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Expressions and Equations (continued)

prActicE
Identify each as an expression or equation.

 1. 7x 1 4 1 2y   2. 9x 2 15 5 24  

 3. 15 2 2x 1 7 2 x   4. 8x 1 2 2 x 5 9  

Write an expression for each word phrase.

 5. a number decreased by three   6. three-fourths of a number 

 7. two more than three times a number   8. seven less than a number  

 9. the product of a number and 8   10. a number divided by 6  

 11. two less than three times a number   12. seven increased by a number  

Evaluate each expression if x 5 4.2 and y 5 2.7.

 13. 2x 1 3   14. 16 2 3y  

 15. x 1 y   16. x 2 3  

 17. 8x 2 y   18. 21 1 5y  

 19. 3x 2 y   20. 7y 2 3x  
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Finding Slope Given a Table or a Graph
The slope of a line is determined by the ratio change in y

change in x
 between any two points that lie on the line. 

The slope is the constant rate of change of a line. 

Use a graph to determine the slope of a line.

Step 1: Identify two points on the line.  
In this case, use (0, 2) and (2, 1).

Step 2: Calculate the vertical change from one point to the next.  
In this case, you must count down 1 space to move from the point 
(0, 2) to the point (2, 1).

Step 3: Calculate the horizontal change from one point to the next.  
In this case, you must count right 2 spaces to move from the point 
(0, 2) to the point (2, 1).

Step 4: Write the ratio showing vertical change
horizontal change

 in simplest form. 

In this case, the slope is represented by the ratio 21
2

, or 2
1
2
.  

Solution: The slope is negative because the line falls from left to right.

y

x

2

4

6

26

24

22

22242628210 2 4 6 8 100

ExamplE a

GuidEd pracTicE
The ratio of vertical change to horizontal change is the same between any two points on a line.  
Use two different points on the line above to show this is true.

ExamplE B

Use a table to determine the slope of a line. 

Step 1: Identify the change in each consecutive pair of y-values in  
the table. In this case, the changes are 5, 5 and 10.

Step 2: : Identify the change in each consecutive pair of x-values in 
the table. In this case, the changes are 1, 1, and 2.

Step 3: Write ratios showing the corresponding vertical change
horizontal change

 in 

simplest form. In this case, the ratios 5
1

, 5
1

, and 10
2

 each simplify to 5
1

. 

The slope of the line is 5
1

.

1

1
2

x y

1 23
2 2
3 7
5 17

5

5
10
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Finding Slope Given a Table or a Graph (continued)

pracTicE
Determine the slope for each of the following.

 1. y

x

2

4

6

8

10

28

26

22

22242628210 2 4 6 8 100

210

 

 2. y

x
1

1
2
3
4
5
6

26
25
24
23
22
21212223242526 2 3 4 5 60

 

 3. x y

5 5
7 3
9 1

11 21

  

 4. x y

2 25
4 6
7 20

11 40
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Grade 8 Physical Science 

Directions: Please read the passages for Day 16 and answer the questions on pages 5-6. 

Day 16 – Reading Passages Grade 8 Physical Science 

Matter is the Stuff Around You 

 
What is matter? Matter is everything around you. Atoms and compounds are all made of very small parts of matter. 

Those atoms go on to build the things you see and touch every day. Matter is defined as anything that has mass and 
takes up space (it has volume). 
 
What is mass? Mass is the amount of matter in an object. You might have a small object with a lot of mass such as a 

statue made of lead (Pb). You might have a large object with very little mass such as a balloon filled with helium (He). 
You should also know there is a difference between mass and weight. Mass is a measure of the matter in an object 
while weight is a measure of gravity’s pull on an object. 
 
What is volume? Volume is the amount of space something occupies. Words such as big, little, long, or short are 

used to describe volumes. A marble takes up a small volume while a star occupies a large volume. Different states of 
matter will fill volumes in different ways. 
 
Even though matter can be found all over the Universe, you will only find it in a few forms (states) on Earth. We cover 
five states of matter on the site. Each of those states is sometimes called a phase. There are many other states of 
matter that exist in extreme environments. Scientists will probably discover more states of matter as we continue to 
explore the Universe. 
 

Five States of Matter 

 
 

Changing States of Matter 

 
All matter can move from one state to another. It may require extreme temperatures or extreme pressures, but it can 

be done. Sometimes a substance doesn't want to change states. You have to use all of your tricks when that 
happens. To create a solid, you might have to decrease the temperature by a huge amount and then add pressure.  

http://www.chem4kids.com/files/atom_intro.html
http://www.chem4kids.com/files/matter_states.html
http://www.chem4kids.com/files/matter_solid.html
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Day 16 – Reading Passages Grade 8 Physical Science 

 
For example, oxygen (O2) will solidify at -361.8 degrees Fahrenheit (-218.8 degrees Celsius) at standard pressure. 
However, it will freeze at warmer temperatures when the pressure is increased. 

 

Solid to a Liquid and Back to a Solid 

 
Imagine that you are a solid. You're a cube of ice sitting on a counter. You dream of becoming liquid 
water. You need some energy. Heat is probably the easiest energy you can use to change your 
physical state. The atoms in a liquid have more energy than the atoms in a solid. 
 

There is a special temperature for every substance called the melting point. When a solid reaches 
the temperature of its melting point, it can become a liquid. For water, the temperature needs to be a 
little over zero degrees Celsius (0oC) for you to melt. 
 
If you were salt, sugar, or rock, your melting point is higher than that of water. How do you know that 
fact? If their melting points were lower, they would also be liquids when the temperature is above zero 

degrees Celsius. The reverse of the melting process is called freezing. Liquid water freezes and 
becomes solid ice when the molecules lose energy. 

Liquid to a Gas and Back to a Liquid 

 
When you are a liquid and want to become a gas, you need to find a lot of energy. Once you can direct that energy 
into your molecules, they will start to vibrate. If they vibrate enough, they can escape the limitations of the liquid 
environment and become a gas. When you reach your boiling point, the molecules in your system have enough 

energy to become a gas. 
 
The reverse is true if you are a gas. You need to lose some energy from your very excited gas atoms. The easy 
answer is to lower the surrounding temperature. When the temperature drops, energy will be transferred out of your 
gas atoms into the colder environment. When you reach the temperature of the condensation point, you become a 

liquid. If you were water vapor over a boiling pot of water and you hit a wall, the wall would be cool, absorb some of 
your extra energy, and you could quickly become a liquid. Cooler objects often absorb energy from hotter objects. 

 

Mixture Basics 

Mixtures are absolutely everywhere you look. Most things in nature are mixtures. Look at rocks, the 
ocean, or even the atmosphere. They are all mixtures, and mixtures are about physical properties, not 
chemical ones. That statement means the individual molecules enjoy being near each other, but their 
fundamental chemical structure does not change when they enter the mixture. If the chemical structure 
changed, it would be called a reaction. 

http://www.chem4kids.com/files/elements/008_speak.html
http://www.chem4kids.com/files/atom_intro.html
http://www.chem4kids.com/files/matter_liquid.html
http://www.chem4kids.com/files/matter_gas.html
http://www.chem4kids.com/files/react_intro.html
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Day 16 – Reading Passages Grade 8 Physical Science 

 

When you see distilled water (H2O), 

it's a pure substance. That means 

that there are only water molecules in 

the liquid. A mixture would be a glass 

of water with other things dissolved 

inside, maybe one of those powders 

you take if you get sick. Each of the 

substances in that glass keeps its 

own chemical properties. So, if you 

have some dissolved substances in 

water, you can boil off the water and 

still have those dissolved substances 

left over. If you have some salt (NaCl) in water and then boil off the water, the salt remains in the pan. 

The salt is left because it takes very high temperatures to melt salt (even more to boil it). 

 

Mixtures are Everywhere 

There are an infinite number of 
mixtures. Anything you can combine 
is a mixture. Think of everything you 
eat. Just think about how many cakes 
there are. Each of those cakes is 
made up of a different mixture of 
ingredients. Even the wood in your 
pencil is considered a mixture. There 
is the basic cellulose of the wood, but 
there are also thousands of other 
compounds in that 
pencil. Solutions are also mixtures, 
but all of the molecules are evenly 
spread out through the system. They 
are called homogenous mixtures. 
 
If you put sand into a glass of water, it 
is considered to be a mixture. You 
can always tell a mixture, because 
each of the substances can be 
separated from the group in different 
physical ways. You can always get the sand out of the water by filtering the water away. If you were 
busy, you could just leave the sand and water mixture alone for a few minutes. Sometimes mixtures 
separate on their own. When you come back, you will find that all of the sand has sunk to the 
bottom. Gravity was helping you with the separation. Don't forget that a mixture can also be made of two 
liquids. Even something as simple as oil and water is a mixture. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chem4kids.com/files/matter_changes.html
http://www.chem4kids.com/files/matter_solution.html
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Day 16 – Reading Passages Grade 8 Physical Science 

 

Solutions and Mixtures 

Before we dive into solutions, let's 
separate solutions from other types 
of mixtures. Solutions are groups of 
molecules that are mixed and evenly 
distributed in a system. Scientists say 
that solutions are homogenous 
systems. Everything in a solution is 
evenly spread out and thoroughly 
mixed. Heterogeneous 
mixtures have a little more of one 
thing (higher concentration) in one 
part of the system when compared to 
another. 
 
Let's compare sugar in water (H2O) to 
sand in water. Sugar dissolves and is 
spread throughout the glass of water. The sand sinks to the bottom. The sugar-water is a homogenous 
mixture while the sand-water is a heterogeneous mixture. Both are mixtures, but only the sugar-water can 
also be called a solution. 
 
 

Can anything be in a Solution? 

Pretty much. Solutions can be solids dissolved in liquids. When you work with chemistry or even cook in 
your kitchen, you will usually be dissolving solids into liquids. Solutions can also be gases dissolved in 
liquids, such as carbonated water. There can also be gases in other gases and liquids in liquids. If you 
mix things up and they stay at an even distribution, it is a solution. You probably won't find people making 
solid-solid solutions. They usually start off as solid/gas/liquid-liquid solutions and then harden at room 
temperature. Alloys with all types of metals are good examples of solid solutions at room temperature. 
 

SOLUTION EXAMPLE 

Gas-Gas 
Gas-Liquid 
Gas-Solid 

Liquid-Liquid 
Liquid-Solid 
Solid-Solid 

Air 
Carbon Dioxide (CO2) in Soda 

Hydrogen (H2) in Palladium (Pd) Metal 
Gasoline 

Dental Fillings 
Metal Alloys Such as Sterling Silver 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.chem4kids.com/files/matter_mixture.html
http://www.chem4kids.com/files/matter_liquid.html
http://www.chem4kids.com/files/chemistry.html
http://www.chem4kids.com/files/matter_gas.html
http://www.chem4kids.com/files/matter_mixture2.html
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Grade 8 Physical Science 

 
Questions 
 
1. Andy has four pieces of metal. He observed the appearance, measured the mass, volume, and melting 
point, and calculated the density of each piece of metal. See the data in Table 1.  
 

 
 

Tell Andy whether any pieces of metal are likely the same. Support your claim by describing how you 
used the information in the data table and why. 
 

 
 
2. Miranda found four different bottles filled with unknown pure liquids.  She measured the mass, volume, 
and boiling point of these liquids, and calculated the density which are displayed in Table 1.below. 

 

 
 

Which information in the table would you use to tell Miranda whether any liquids could be the same 

substance and why? 

 
 
 
 

3. An element is made up of a single type of atom.  A compound is made up of 2 or more different atoms 
chemically combined (connected).  A mixture is made up of 2 or more elements or compounds that are 
not chemically combined. Identify each image below as an element, compound, or mixture. 

 

___________      _________      _________ 
 

 
 

Metal 

Sample
Appearance Mass

Melting 

Point
Density

1 Silvery 150 g

2 Bluish pale gray 110 g

3 Silvery 150 g

4 Silvery 120 g

Table 1: Data of four liquids in different bottles

Sample Mass Volume Density Boiling Point

1 6.10 g

2 5.43 g

3 9.38 g  

4 9.08 g
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Grade 8 Physical Science 

 

 
4. Matter can be classified as solid (with closely packed particles), liquid (with loose particles that are still 
close) or gas (with particles that are spread farther apart).  Adding heat/thermal energy can cause the 
matter to change phases. 

 

 
 
 

Identify the letter that matches each part of the phase diagram. 

Solid ____ 

Liquid ____ 

Gas ____ 

Melting ____ 

Freezing ____ 

Vaporization ____ 

Condensation ____ 
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